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May 21, 2020 
 
 

Response To President Trump’s Church Re-opening Comments 
 
 
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ: 
 
In response to President Trump’s statement, on Thursday, May 20, 2020 regarding considering 
church re-openings, I want to let you know that Good Shepherd Catholic Parish’s public 
celebration of Mass was suspended, not out of fear, but out of our deepest respect for human life 
and health.  
 
As disciples of Jesus, we are called to be instruments of God’s protection for the vulnerable and 
the public common good. Our love of God and neighbor is always personal and impartial.  
While I share the desire to bring people back to Mass as quickly as possible, I will wait to 
schedule our public worship when it is safe, we are prepared to do so, and approved by the 
Bishop.  
 
In that regard, I have a assembled a reopening team made of our priests’ deacons and department 
managers to begin planning and preparation for the green light go-ahead from our Bishop. 
Following the guidelines from the CDC and our Bishop, the reopening team will produce 
practical guidelines outlining how we can safely return to public worship, while ensuring 
reverence and respect for the Sacred Liturgy of the Mass.  
 
We must create an environment that is not only safe but is liturgically reverent. Right now, we 
do not have a date or determination of size for Mass gatherings. It is our hope that our right to 
gather for worship responsibly and safely will  be honored so we can work together in a manner 
that respects both our Catholic tradition as well as our civic responsibilities.  
 
We eagerly await the Bishops green-light so we can proceed together with our re-opening plans.  
 
I look forward to welcoming people back into our parishes.  
 
In the heart of Christ, 

 
Fr. Alex Chavez 
Pastor, Good Shepherd Catholic Parish 


